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On Thursday, June 29, 2006, CWOP graduated our 
second class of Highbridge Parent Leaders. 

 
Congratulations, Class of 2006! 

 
Maria Cuevas 
Diane Delgado 
Denise Flores 
Tyrone Foster 
Sandra Green 
Joe Jenkins 

Teresa Marrero 
Marjorie McLamb 
Yesenia Mercado 

Denise Outlaw 
Donna Sanchez 

Janet Smith 
Jeanette Vega 
Jean Zapata 

“ Support”  
(A poem by  Veronica Banks, daughter of  

Jean Zapata, read  at the June 29th graduation) 
 

My people don’t like support 
Never break bread is what we’ve been taught 
Through many years of drug manipulation 
I am your sister so why the blind separation 
This kind of degradation sends me home with tears 
and fears in my eyes 
I’m trying to make it conquering my fears 
Reaching out to you 
Instead of warm and joyful smiles, your eyes read 
pitiful 
Pitiful me? 
Our race is critically on the brink of extinction 
I’m trying to show you how to think in a world that 
don’t care about us 
I care about much 
Other than our salvation 
I’m here to save a nation that hate them selves 
‘I love myself’ is what they say, but begin thinking 
about crazy things because life and society is tearing 
them apart and trying to break them down 
I’m trying to rest my head, knowing that I helped 
someone in need of help 
But if I die on Tuesday, unjustified 
That could have been your sister but yet no one cries 
No one tries to be there for one another 
I could have been your mother, I could have been 
your daughter, and I could even be your friend 
I’m not stripping, I’m not stepping out of order 
I’m not selling drugs, I obey the law 
I’m not stepping out of faith I’m just trying to have my 
voice be heard 
Yet the looks on your face still read pitiful 
Pitiful me? 
Our race and nationality is critically on the brink of 
extinction 
I’m trying to think in a world that don’t care about us 
I’m moving on and you’re still stuck 
I want to show you that even though life is hard you 
can still get help with trying to accomplish your 
dreams 
Trouble and pain is a part of life but if you allow me to 
help you then you will learn other ways of getting 
through them 
I’m trying to show you how to think in 
A world that don’t care about us 
So in order to get help in conquering our dreams 
We must have support! 

 
“For the past 36 months, a group of community-based 
human services agencies located in and around the 
Highbridge community of the Bronx, New York has 
been engaged in an effort to improve child welfare ser-
vices available to the residents of Highbridge...Overall, 
the staff of the Bridge Builders dedicated considerable 
efforts over the past year to create something new for 
the families of Highbridge, and in many respects the 
Project has been successful in those efforts.  The Project 
is providing services to the community of Highbridge 
that did not exist before:  early, holistic legal representa-
tion; a growing school-community partnership; and the 
positioning of local residents on the front-lines, ready to 
bring vulnerable families in and get them connected to 
helpers in the neighborhood.”  
 
Chapin Hall Center for Children / University of Chicago  

The Bridge Builders Year II Interim Progress Report 
2006 
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East Harlem Neighborhood Center 

80 East 110th Street, 1E 
New York, NY  10029 

Phone:  (212) 348-3000 
Fax:  (212) 348-1605 

Website:  www.cwop.org 
E-mail:  terry@cwop.org 

 

We welcome articles, stories, poems, or letters , in English 
or Spanish, from parents who have been involved with the 
child welfare system.  Please mail or e-mail to the address 
above, with your contact information. 

A Good Woman 
 

A good woman is proud of herself. 
 

She respects herself and others. 
 

She neither seeks definition from the 
person she is with, nor does she expect 

them to read her mind. 
 

She is quite capable of articulating her 
needs. 

 

A good woman is hopeful. 
 

She is strong enough to make all her 
dreams come true. 

 

She knows love, therefore she gives 
love. 

 

She recognizes that love has great 
value and must be reciprocated. 

 

If her love is taken for granted, it soon 
disappears. 

 

A good woman has a dash of inspira-
tion and a dabble of endurance. 

 

She knows that she will, at times, have 
to inspire others to reach the potential 

God gave them. 
 

A good woman knows God. 
 

She knows that with God the world is 
her playground, but without God she 

will just be played. 
 

A good woman does not live in fear of 
the future because of her past. 

 

Instead, she understands that her life 
experiences are merely lessons, meant 
to bring her closer to self knowledge 

and unconditional self-love. 
 

I am a good woman. 
 

What about you? 

This Year 
 

It shall be well with you this year. 
 

No matter how much your enemies try, 
 

This year they will not succeed. 
 

You have been destined to make it, 
 

And you will surely achieve all your goals this 
year. 

 
All your agonies will be diverted, 

 
And victory and prosperity will be incoming in 

abundance. 
 

Today our God has confirmed the end of our 
suffering, sorrows, and pain. 

 
Because He who sits on the throne has remem-

bered us 
 

He has taken away the hardship and given us 
joy. 

 
He will never let us down. 

 
This year will be the year that we unify our-

selves and show the world that we are as good 
as we say we are. 

 
God bless us all, 

 
This year. 
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A selective overview of some CWOP program activities in calendar year 2006 to date: 
 

� Like much of the NYC child welfare community, CWOP spent much of early 2006 reacting to the 
death of Nixzmary Brown.  With support from Richard Wexler of the National Coalition for Child 
Protection Reform, CWOP parents were quoted and featured frequently in both print and elec-
tronic media.  We also gave testimony at City Council and State Assembly hearings, assuring that 
“the parent voice” informed the public child welfare debate. 

� In February, CWOP made our first formal presentation to “CRADLE”, the ACS Systems of Care 
initiative in Bedford Stuyvesant, intended to reduce foster care placement and improve perma-
nency outcomes for newborns and infants.  Through CRADLE, we hope to import our Parent 
Leadership Curriculum to Central Brooklyn in the Fall of 2006. 

� In March, Mike Arsham, Teresa Bachiller, and Bernadette Blount  traveled to Hartford, CT to meet 
with State Department of Children and Families Commissioner Darlene Dunbar and her staff, to 
advise them on parent engagement in child welfare policy-making.  This meeting was arranged by 
Sania Metzger of Casey Family Services’ Northeast Programs. 

� On April 25, Sharwline Nicholson and Violet Rittenhour served as guest speakers at the Fordham 
Law School Centennial Conference -  “The Racial Geography of Child Welfare:  Community Im-
pact and Response.” 

� In April & May, CWOP convened parent focus groups to meet with staff of Mayor Bloomberg’s 
Criminal Justice Coordinator’s Office involved in the design of the projected Request for Propos-
als for institutional providers of legal services to indigent parents in Article 10 proceedings. 

� In May, thanks to a grant from the Child Welfare Fund, CWOP began a collaboration with the 
ACS Office of Research & Evaluation to develop the Family Interview component of a projected 
“EQUIP” program evaluation system for ACS Preventive Services contractors. 

� On May 11, CWOP participated in our 4th Annual New York Women’s Foundation breakfast.  Vio-
let Rittenhour shared the dais with honorees including Geraldine Ferraro and Madeleine Albright. 

� June 20 was CWOP’s first East Harlem Community Child Welfare Forum co-sponsored with City 
Council Member Melissa Mark-Viverito. 

� On June 27 CWOP participated in ACS’s first-ever “Parent Advocate Showcase,” an event in-
tended to highlight best practices in the use of Parent Advocates, and to encourage more ACS 
contractors to develop Parent Advocate programs. 

 

THANK YOU to our private donors, without whom none of this work would be possible:  Janet 
Acker, Joe Ackerman, Peter Ainslie, Ashley Albert, Julie & Richard Altman, Anonymous, Melissa Beck, Nancy Berry, Judy 
Blunt, Michael Bosnick, Eric Brettschneider, Frank Brochin, Toni Cabat, Dawn M. Cardi, Alma Carten, Lisa Caswell, Ellen 
Chesler, Marc Cohan, Earl & Paula Cohen, Jillian Cohen, Phyllis Cohen, Shirley Cohen, Holly Delaney Cole, Lourdes Colon, 
Alison Conn, John Courtney, Michael Courtney, Regina Courtney, Lorial Crowder, Debbie A. Cutler, Georgette Delinois, 
Patricia Dempsey, Stephen DiBrienza, Monica Drinane, Ilze Earner, Kaela Economos, Kathleen & Chris Economos, Henry & 
Lelar Floyd, Fatima Goldman, Vickie Gomez, Cory Greenberg, Mario Guerrero, Judy Halaby, Maureen Halaby, Marlene 
Halpern, Dana Hamilton, Tony Hannigan, Debra Harris, Evelyne Heriveaux, Merrith Hockmeyer, Edwin & Vera Hoffman, 
Thomas Hoffman, Jacquelyn Israel, Crystal Jackson, Sue Jacobs, Lisa Jacobson, Lori Jaroslaw, Kathleen & Peter Johnson, 
Elliot Jurist, Michael Katz, Caroline Kearney, Jeremy Kohomban, Gail Kong, Jack Krauskopf, Madeleine Kurtz, Elizabeth 
Kurzweil, David Lansner & Carolyn Kubitschek, Douglas Lasdon, Larry Lee, Celia Lewis, Alfred Liu, Sue Lob, Anne Lown, 
Myrna Lumbsden, Eve Madison, Gary Mallon, Jessica Marcus, David Maurasse, Gerard McCaffery, Kathleen McGlade, 
Elizabeth McKenna, Terry Mizrahi, Kim Morcate, Nina Moreno, Joan Morse, Laura Mott, Dr. Beth Mount, John Mullarkey, 
Robert & Alicia Mullenbach, Richard Murphy, Lynne Nayman, Kim Nauer, Sharwline Nicholson, Janice Nittoli & Eric Andrus, 
Norman Oder, Hank Orenstein, Alice & Bernie Ott, Lynn Paltrow, Lisa Philp, Susan Pines, Carlo Pittore, Jordan Pollinger, 
Philip Reed, Ellen Remmer, Berry Richards, Pereta Rodriguez, Fredda Rosen, George Rosenfeld, Vanessa Roth, Geraldine 
Russo, Jack Ryan, Julia Salamon, Carolyn Sauvage-Mar, Andrea Savage, Dr. Monroe Schneider, Karen Thoreson 
Schlesinger, Lauren Shapiro, Dorothy Siegel, Herbert & Martha Siegel, Jane Silver, Dr. Sidney & Eleanor Silverman, Gerry 
Seidman, Beth Silverman-Yam, Joti Singh, Renee Skolaski, Malcolm Smith, Adam Solomon & Vicki Rosen-Solomon,  Carol 
W. Spigner, Jane Spinak, Roschel Holland Stearns, Amy Thesing, David Tobis & Risa Jaroslaw, Jerome Tobis, Rona Trokie 
& Martin Silverman, Joan Vermeulen, John & Nancy Volkman, Paul Wachtel, Regina & George Wald, Dr. Gloria F. 
Waldman, Erika & Zachary Warzel, Samuel Weissman & Nancy Crown, Andrew White & Melanie Kane, Shirley Whitney, 
Denice Williams, Fred Wulczyn, Elise Yablonski & Ralph Stone, Caroline Yu, Donald & Barbara Zuccardy, Jill Zuccardy, 
Ruth Jane Zuckerman. 
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CWOP is supported by the Child Welfare Fund, the Community Resource Exchange Reality Checks Fund, the 
Daphne Foundation, the Ira W. DeCamp Foundation, the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation, the Fund for the City of 
New York, the Highbridge Partnership for Family Supports and Justice, the Hite Foundation, the New York Founda-
tion, the New York Women’s Foundation, the North Star Fund, the Open Society Institute, the Shannah Ley Founda-
tion, the Valentine Perry Snyder Fund, a variety of individual donors, a Member Item Grant from New York State As-
sembly Member Roger Green administered by the New York State Office of Children and Family Services, and dis-
cretionary grants from former New York City Council Speaker A. Gifford Miller, and former New York City Council 

Members Tracy Boyland and Philip Reed 

� � � � �� �� � �	 
 �� �
 �� � � 
 ��
� � �� � � � �� �� � 	 
� � 
 �� �
� 	 ��
	 � � �� � � � 	 ��� 	 
 �� � ��� � �
� � �� 
 � � � � � � �� � �� �
	 � 

 � �� 	 
 �
	 
 � � � 	 
 � 	 ��� ���� � �� � � �� � ���� � �� � 
�
 �� � ��� �� �� �� � �
	 
� 
	 � �� �� �� � ��� 
���� � � 	 � � � ���� 	 � �� �� ��� � �! � � �
�� �� ��� � �� 
� � � �� �� � 

 � 
 ��� �" � � �#� �$�� 
�� ��� � 
�
� � ��� �� � � � ��� � �" � � �#� �$�� 
�� �� � 
�
 �� � ��
�� �� �� � � �� � %�

� � � � �� 
 �� � � �
 � 
 � �� 
 �� � �� �� �� 
 �
&���� � ' � �
 � ��� �� � ��
� 
� � � 
( 	 �� �� � 	 
� � 
 � �
 � ��� � �� �
� 	 �� � �� ��� �� � � 
( 	 �� � �� � �
� � �� � � � � �
 � 	 ��� �
 � �� �� �� � �� �
 � ��� 
� �� � � ��� ��� �� � � � �� �� � � �
� 
� �) 	 � ���� 	 � �� �� � �) 	 ��� �� �� � � �
 � �� � �� 
� 
� �� �� � 
� �� �� � ��� � ��� �
 � ��� 
� �� � � �
 � �� �� �� � � 
( 	 �
 � �	 
*� � �� � �� ��� � ��� � 
�
� � �� 	 ��� �� 
� 
 � 
 �
 � �
" � � � � �#� �$%�

� � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � 	 � 
 � � � 
 � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � �

 

 

Quote of Note 
 

“For 2-1/2 years, the parents who write Rise have gathered weekly in a quiet room at the Child Welfare 
Organizing Project, an advocacy group that teaches parents how to fight for the return of their children. 
They are women, mostly, who spent months or years undergoing urine tests, showing up for therapy,  
enrolling in parenting classes — whatever they had to do to regain their parental rights. In a city that is 
periodically seized by stories of catastrophic child abuse, they offer a counter-narrative that is both more 
ordinary and less often heard.”  
 

Ellen Barry, Los Angeles Times, July 3, 2006 
“Giving Voice to Parents' Side of Child Welfare”  

 

To view the entire article go to: 
 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-rise3jul03,1,5276594.story?coll=la-headlines-
nation&track=crosspromo 
 


